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The February 14, 2012 meeting of the Newtown Village Council was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor 
Curt Cosby, who led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Councilmembers: Brian Burns    Chuck Short  

Joe Harten    Curt Tiettmeyer  
Mark Kobasuk    Daryl Zornes 

 
Solicitor: Doug Miller 
Fiscal Officer: Keri Everett  
Police Chief: Tom Synan   
 
Tom Brinkman 
Mr. Brinkman, former State Representative spoke; he is running for state representative in the new 27th 
House district, in the March 6, 2012 Republican primary. He served Newtown in the Ohio General 
Assembly from 2001 to 2008. The new 27th House district includes: Anderson, Mount Washington, 
Newtown, Fairfax, Mt. Lookout, Terrace Park, Mariemont, Indian Hills, Symmes Township and Loveland.  
Mr. Brinkman said he feels the best government is the government closest to the people.  Mr. Brinkman 
supports the Village of Newtown’s opposition to the Eastern Corridor. Mr. Brinkman will run against 
Republican incumbent, Peter Stautberg. 
 
Randy Smith, Forest Hills Board of Education 
Randy Smith, resident and member of the Forest Hills Board of Education spoke to Village Council about 
the upcoming additional 3.9-mill continuing operating tax levy on the March 6th ballot. If approved the new 
levy would generate $5.23 million per year for the district and cost homeowners an additional $115.77 per 
$100,000 of assessed market value annually, according to the Hamilton County Auditor’s office. 
 
30th Annual Newtown 5K Run/Walk 
The race committee at St. John Fisher is looking to Village Council for promotional ideas for the event. 
Mayor Cosby asked Council to bring ideas and suggestions to the 2.28.2012 Council meeting. 
 
Police Department 
Police Officer Todd Bruner is going from full-time to part-time and Police Officer Jake Stoll is moving from 
part-time to full-time. This change is at the request of the employees. Mr. Kobasuk will make a motion 
pending the police/fire physical exam. 
 
Checklist 
Mr. Tiettmeyer made a motion to approve the 02-14-2012 checklist with one addition of $1,111 to 
Capital Electric. This expense is for the rebuilding of the traffic clocks at Church and Main Street. 
Checklist total $42,301.76, seconded by Mr. Kobasuk.  All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Finance Committee Update 
The Finance Committee met and reviewed the 2012 Appropriations. Members serving on this committee 
are: Mr. Tiettmeyer (chairman), Mark Kobasuk and Daryl Zornes. 
 
Indian Artifact Museum 
The Village received twelve RFQ’s for architectural services for the project. Mr. Tiettmeyer said all twelve 
have been reviewed and narrowed down to four firms. Mr. John Russell has recommended hiring Roth 
Partnership with their historic restoration experience. Mr. Russell suggested reaching out to the Cincinnati 
Museum Center to assist with the design for the museum portion of the project. The next step is to meet 
with Roth Partnership within the week to discuss contract negotiations prior to moving forward. Roth 
Partnership will be present at the 2-28-2012 Council meeting to discuss their approach. Mr. Tiettmeyer 
said Council may consider a contract at this time. Mr. Tiettmeyer said there is a sense of urgency to keep 
the process moving along until May 17, 2012.  Village representatives will go back to Columbus May 17, 
2012, to present on the artifact grant to the Ohio Cultural Facilities Commission. The commission wants to 
see museum renderings and a plan of how this project will be handled, which Council approve prior to the 
May 17th meeting.  
 
Mr. Tiettmeyer made a motion to move forward with the stages of negotiating a contract with Roth 
Partnership for architectural services to be used for the current Town Hall building located at 3536 
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Church Street and the old fire house building located at 3537 Church Street. Mr. Zornes seconded 
the motion.  All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Ordinance, First Reading Adopting 2012 Appropriations 
Mr. Tiettmeyer made a motion to have a first reading on AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING THE 
VILLAGE APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2012. Mr. Short seconded the motion. All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Tiettmeyer made a motion to have a second reading at the 02.28.2012 Council meeting. Mr. 
Zornes seconded the motion.  All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Council Minutes 
Mr. Zornes made a motion to approve the 01.24.2012 Council Minutes. Mr. Tiettmeyer seconded 
the motion.  All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Ordinance (Litter) 
Mr. Zornes made a motion to suspend the rules. Mr. Tiettmeyer seconded the motion.  Roll Call: 
Mr. Tiettmeyer-Yes, Mr. Zornes-Yes, Mr. Short-Yes, Mr. Kobasuk-No, Mr. Burns-Yes, Mr. Harten-
Yes.   Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Zornes made a motion to approve ORDINANCE NO. 08-2012 AN ORDINANCE FINDING THAT 
LITTER HAS BEEN PLACED ON LANDS IN THE VILLAGE OF NEWTOWN, ORDERING THAT SUCH 
LITTER BE COLLECTED AND REMOVED, ORDERING NOTICE TO THE OWNER OF SUCH LANDS, 
DISPENSING WITH THE SECOND AND THIRD READINGS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Mr. Tiettmeyer seconded the motion.   
 
Discussion 
 

This ordinance is in regards to property located at 6840 School Street, Newtown, Ohio.  This property has 
been in violation of the Property Maintenance Code for quite a few years.  Mr. Murray is the property 
owner and was cited and ordered March 2010 to clean up the property.  Mr. Murray has removed some 
items, but the property remains in violation. Village Council gave Mr. Murray (30) thirty days to clean up 
his property at the 1-24-2012 Council meeting.  
 
Mr. Murray asked Council for additional time since he can only work on removing the items on the 
weekend.  Mr. Dave Seibert, a friend of Mr. Murray’s has offered to assist him in the clean-up.  Property 
Maintenance Inspector Dick Weber presented pictures taken today of the property. The pictures revealed 
no significant changes from the 1-24-2012 Council meeting.  
 
Mr. Kobasuk feels the village should work with Mr. Murray since he has made an effort in removing some 
items and has shown good faith attending two Council meetings. Mr. Kobasuk is not in favor of passing 
this ordinance against a resident who is willing to work with the village.  Solicitor Miller said Mayor’s Court 
is looking for direction from Council. 
 
Roll Call: Mr. Tiettmeyer-Yes, Mr. Zornes-Yes, Mr. Short-Yes, Mr. Kobasuk-No, Mr. Burns-No, Mr. 
Harten-Yes.  Motion Carried. 
 
Human Resource Committee: Mr. Zornes will set a date and time for the HR Committee to meet at the 
March 13th Council meeting. 
 
Public Service Committee: The Public Service Committee will meet Tuesday, 2.28.2012 at 6:30pm.  
Members serving the committee are: Chuck Short (chairman), Brian Burns and Curt Tiettmeyer. 
 
Maintenance Update 
Ron Dickerson said Dave Stenger came out and completed updating the pavement study. The Finance 
Committee has been updated; to mention a few: Leonard Street, Village Drive, and a couple of side 
streets off of Ivy Hills Blvd. 
 
Edith/Jefferson/Pine Flooding (pictures presented) 
Water run-off from River Hills subdivision has been an ongoing problem for Edith, Jefferson and Pine 
Streets causing flooding.  The flooding is affecting resident’s properties and homes and contributing to the 
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pavement deteriorating. Mr. Short said the situation is dire and if this was happening to his property or 
any one of Council’s property, they would be upset too. Mr. Short said residents have spent a lot of 
money fixing up their property and the village needs to come up with a plan to take action as quick as 
possible. 
 
The village has applied for a grant to pave, curb and gutter Edith, Jefferson and Pine streets. Mr. 
Dickerson said this water run-off is a sizeable project that needs to be fixed. The water run-off pumps 
water out onto Edith, Jefferson and Pine streets like a river and moisture is the one thing that will 
definitely ruin the pavement. Mr. Dickerson explained: The water is piped down from the hillside from 
River Hills subdivision into a resident’s property where they have a nice aesthetic ditch way lined with 
rock to feed down to the creek.  The debris washes down from the woods clogging up Stage A at Pine 
and Jefferson streets. Stage B is further down where Pine and Edith meet, years ago a grate was 
installed for children’s safety. This grate gets clogged from debris and floods down behind several houses 
there and makes its way over onto Ragland Road. Stage C is where all of the water empties out behind 
Mr. Dickerson’s property into Mr. Yeager’s pond which flows over to the lower Ragland creek.   
 
Mr. Dickerson talked to Bruce Brandstetter; he will come out to see if this qualifies for a separate grant, 
separate from the grant for the streets.  Mayor Cosby said about twenty years ago, where the drainage 
comes from, the village went in and built an out-fall channel up on Pecos. This channel is a pipe that goes 
down and turns down the River Hills hill because the hill was eroding so badly, they put rip-rap in so the 
village started the project. Mayor Cosby said there is a massive amount of water flowing down the hill. 
The maintenance department tries to make remove the debris from the creek but can’t keep up when we 
get a massive amount of rain at once.  The enormity of the project is unknown until assessed by Bruce 
Brandstetter. Mr. Harten said he realizes this would not be linked to the paving project for Edith, Jefferson 
and Pine but believes this would be the sensible time to resolve the flooding issue. The flooding needs to 
be corrected before the streets are paved. Mr. Short will try to have a report from Bruce for the 2.28.2012 
Council meeting. Mr. Short said this issue has been discussed for years but looking at the pictures 
presented tells a frightening story. This flooding is something you would have seen on Center Street 
when the flood came up but to see it up on top of Newtown hill is beyond him, said Mr. Short.  In the past, 
Brandstetter Carroll has obtained permission from residents to enter personal property to fix things. 
Solicitor Miller said the village has handled it in the past by getting permission to go on private property 
because it became a public problem. Mayor Cosby said it is private property but is no different than the 
out-fall channels coming out of River Hills, which is private property. And it’s no different than the 
continuation of cleaning those grates and areas that are filling up on a regular basis, said Mayor Cosby. 
That’s all private property but it’s caused by the development that is further up the hill. It’s been viewed for 
many years that it’s a public issue dumping on private property, said Mayor Cosby; discussion to be 
continued at the 2.28.2012 Council meeting. 
 
Resolution Approving Change Order 
 
Mr. Short made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Mr. Kobasuk. All Aye.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Mr. Short made a motion to adopt RESOLUTION NO. 06-2012 A RESOLUTION APPROVING A 
CHANGE ORDER TO A CONTRACT WITH FORD DEVELOPMENT, DISPENSING WITH THE 
SECOND AND THIRD READINGS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. Mr. Zornes seconded the 
meeting.  Roll Call: Mr. Tiettmeyer-Yes, Mr. Zornes-Yes, Mr. Short-Yes, Mr. Kobasuk-Yes, Mr. 
Burns-Yes, Mr. Harten-Yes.   Motion Carried.  
 
Mayor’s Monthly Statement to Council 
Mr. Kobasuk made a motion to approve the Mayor’s Monthly Statement to Council for January 
2012 Receipts for $8,112.28. Mr. Burns seconded the motion.  All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Chief Synan Consulting Business 
Mr. Kobasuk is chairman of the Safety Committee and brought this issue before Council: Chief Synan has 
started his own consulting business. Mr. Kobasuk doesn’t see a problem since the work will be done on 
Chief Synan’s personal time with no village involvement and no use of village resources. Solicitor Miller 
said it is fine as long as Chief Synan doesn’t wear his police uniform and it’s clear that it is his personal 
business and not the village.  Chief Synan said he set the LLC up through the state of Ohio. 
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Safety Committee Meeting: The Safety Committee will meet Tuesday, 02-28-2012 at 6:00pm.  Members 
serving this committee are: Mark Kobasuk (chairman), Brian Burns and Chuck Short. 
 
Police Department 
Mr. Kobasuk made a motion to appoint Jake Stoll from part-time police officer to full-time, pending 
fire and police physical examination and Todd Bruner from full-time police officer to part-time.  Mr. 
Burns seconded the motion.  All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
LMFD Fire Board 
Mr. Kobasuk will attend the LMFD Fire Board meeting tomorrow; he asked what message Council would 
like for him to convey about the bike staging area, which has been discussed in prior Council meetings. 
The Fire Board is seeking a $200,000 grant from the Transportation Improvement District. Mayor and 
Council said they would like for a representative from the Fire Board to come to the March 5th Planning 
Commission meeting at 7:00pm.  
 
Parks Committee 
Rules and fee structure were discussed at the last meeting. Mr. Short is waiting to hear back from 
Anderson Township Little League. 
 
Planning Commission 
The Planning Commission will meet Monday, March 5th at 7:00pm. 
 
Ordinance Approving Zoning Text Amendment 
Mr. Harten made a motion to have a First Reading on AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A ZONING 
TEXT AMENDMENT FOR THE VILLAGE OF NEWTOWN. Mr. Tiettmeyer seconded the motion.  All 
Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Mr. Harten made a motion to have the Second Reading at the 02-28-2012 Council meeting.  Mr. 
Kobasuk seconded the motion. All Aye.  Motion Carried. 
 
Executive Session 
Solicitor Miller will provide Martin Marietta update in Executive Session under litigation.  Purchase of 
property will also be discussed in Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Tiettmeyer made a motion to enter into Executive Session at 8:00pm to discuss real estate 
acquisition and litigation. Mr. Burns seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Mr. Tiettmeyer-Yes, Mr. 
Zornes-Yes, Mr. Short-Yes, Mr. Kobasuk-Yes, Mr. Burns-Yes, Mr. Harten-Yes.   Motion Carried. 
 
Council reconvened at 8:20pm; no action to be taken as a result of Executive Session. 
 
Mr. Short made a motion to adjourn. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Transcribed by Becky Fairley 
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